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State Response to Drought 2011-2015 

• Effects of Drought 

 

• Emergency Drinking Water Task Force. 

 

• Important Contacts/Resources 

 

• Source Assessment and Planning  

 

 

 



Drought Monitor 2011 





Storage Levels of Major Reservoirs 



Storage Levels of Major Reservoirs 

Reservoirs are 65% full 



Reservoir Storage 



Reservoir Storage 



***Effects of Drought*** 
Surface Water 

• 15 priority calls 

• Six river basins 

– The Brazos (lower, upper, middle -
1960) 

– The Llano (1950) 

– The Colorado (1912) 

– The Neches (08/13/1913) 

– The San Saba (1900) 

– The Sabine (Little Sandy Creek) 

• ~1,200 water rights suspended. 

2009 2011-2012 
• One priority call.   

• One suspension letter:  
Lower Brazos (1980). 

• 88 water rights 
suspended. 



Effects of Drought 
Water Systems 

• Voluntary  watering 
schedule:  391 

• Mandatory watering 
schedule:  776 

• No outside water use:  73 

2009 As of Feb 20, 2015 
• Voluntary watering 

schedule:  8 

• Mandatory watering 
schedule: 23       

• No outside water use:   2 



Effects of Drought 
Water Systems 

• For 2011 a total of 36 water systems 
reported less than 180 days of water 
supply. 

• As of February 20, 2015, 56 water systems 
are reporting less than 180 days of water 
supply. 

 





Emergency Drinking Water Task Force 

• Outreach to public water systems. 

 

• Regulatory flexibility. 

 

• Web resources 



Emergency Drinking Water Task Force 

• Identified priority public water systems 

 

• Weekly high priority PWS meetings.. 

 

• State Drought Preparedness Plan. 

– Annex A. 

 



Important Contacts/Resources 

TCEQ Drought Information 

 

 www.tceq.texas.gov/response/drought 

 1.800.447.2827 

 

 

 





• Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
to protect a water system’s source 

• Alternative water sources 

• Technical resources and contacts 

 

Source Assessment and Planning 
Overview 



Protecting Water Sources 
Best Management Practices 

•Water-loss audits 

–Public participation 

–Water-wise project 

–TWDB resources 

•Flush mains wisely 



Protecting Water Sources 
Best Management Practices 

•DCP diligence 

–Update it regularly  

–Implement when needed 

•Pump maintenance 

•Communicate with provider of 
purchase water 

•Keep in touch with TCEQ 
 



 



Planning for Alternative 
Sources 



Water Supply Options 

• Interconnections 

• Emergency wells 

• Hauling water 

• Reclaimed water 

• Desalination 



Interconnections 

TCEQ approval process: 

–Contact regional office before 
beginning construction. 

–System will receive notice of 
approval to construct. 

 



Interconnections 

TCEQ emergency interconnection 
approval process: 

–Submit plans and specifications 
within 30 days of approval to 
construct. 

–A general fact sheet can be found on 
the TCEQ website. 

 



Steps for Constructing 
Emergency Wells 

• First contact regional TCEQ office. 

• The regional office determines if the 
Emergency Well Authorization request is 
sent to the plan review team. 

• The plan review team sends out the 
approval letters and authorizes 
construction only. 

 



Emergency Wells 

• Plans and specs process still applies 

• Construction must begin and plans and 
specs must be received within 30 days of 
approval 

• Texas Water Development Board 
Resources 

–Groundwater availability reports. 

 



Hauling Water 

• Where will the water come from? 

• Who will haul the water?  

• Is the current system capable of treating 
raw water from an alternative source? 

• Cost 

 



Hauling Water 



Using Reclaimed Water 

• May be used as part of a conservation 
plan 

–Irrigation. 

–Industrial uses. 

• 30 TAC Chapter 210 rules apply.  

• Requires pilot study for a year, plans, 
specs, funding...  



Desalination 

• Treatment option for brackish 
groundwater 

• Pilot Projects – Seawater  

• Costs 



Funding Resources 

Texas Water Infrastructure 
Coordinating Committee (TWICC) 
 

• Complete a Project Profile form 

• Contact: 

Stacy.Barna@twdb.texas.gov 

512.463.7870  

http://www.twicc.org/ 

 



Funding Resources 

• Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 

–Loans and Grants for water related 
infrastructure construction and 
improvement 

• Contact Information: 

–Financial_Assistance@twdb.texas.gov 

–512.463.7853 



Funding Resources 

• Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) 

–Community Development Block Grants – 
Disaster Relief Fund  

• Contact: 

–Joe.Midura@TexasAgriculture.gov 

–512.936.7880 

 



Technical Resources 

TCEQ EnviroMentor Program 

•Available to small businesses and 
small local governments 

•Volunteer professionals 

 



Technical Resources 

TCEQ Financial, Managerial, and 
Technical Assistance Program (FMT) 

 

 Contact: 

 Stacy.Foster@tceq.texas.gov 
 512.239.3105 

 



Technical Resources 

Drought Contingency Planning 

–Review and update plan every 5 
years (or as needed) 

–Notify TCEQ when stages are 
initiated 

–Templates available. 

 

Contact: 512.239.4691 

 



Technical Resources 

–Water Rights 

• Alternative Source of Surface Water 

• Changing a permitted diversion point 

–Contact: 

wras@tceq.texas.gov 

512.239.4691 



Source Assessment and Planning 
Review 

• Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

• Alternative water sources 

• Technical resources and contacts 

 

 



Questions?? 

  


